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Foreword by Steve White 

Perhaps more than any other era, American cars of the 1950s accu-

rately reflected the mood of the nation. Victory in WWII had instilled 

confidence and hope for the future. The mood was upbeat and the 

cars had charisma.  

Studebaker was among 

the first car makers to 

restyle after the war. A 

sleek envelope body 

penned by Virgil Exner 

emerged in 1947. It 

was a handsome car 

despite jokes questioning 

whether it was coming or 

going. In 1950, a bullet-nose was added that evoked a fighter-plane 

image. Of course, by then Cadillac had already exploited the aviation 

theme with fins styled after the iconic P-38 fighter plane. A trend was 

set in motion. 

In 1953, Studebaker stunned the motoring world with its sensational 

all-new Starliner Coupe. It was low to the ground, rakish, unadorned, 

and without any allusion to warbirds. It seemed like Europe had land-

ed on our shores. 

At the time, as a kid working part time at the local Studebaker dealer, 

the exposure was too much to resist. I fell head over heels in love with 

these cars. I couldn’t afford one, so I bought a used 1951 Commander 

V8 coupe. In the late 1950s, I bought another Studebaker, but my lust 

for the Starliner Coupe was never satisfied to this day.  

So, at the 2014 Rohr Car Show, I was awestruck by the 1955 Stu-

debaker Speedster featured in the following article.  The Speedster 

clearly evolved from the 1953 – 1954 Starliner, yet it adopted some 

very American 1950s styling cues, including a brilliant tri-tone paint 

scheme and chrome trim that would have made GM’s Harley Earl 

proud.  

Continued on page 3 

Bill Clark’s 1955 Studebaker Speedster 
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Region Contacts 
 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers 

President:  Bill Holmes 

(703)644-6890  

wholmes2@cox.net 

Vice Pres: Scott Patton 

(703) 474-6909 

klustr18@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

(703) 754-4668 

pamp.pp25@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

(540) 522-6533 

nancyshudson@msn.com 

Board of Directors 

George Richardson  

(703) 768-1569 

 richardson13@cox.net 

Brandon Bazan 

(703) 361-2492 

bbazan25@gmail.com 

Pete Pandolfi 

(703)754-4668  

Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov 

BRR Website Coordinator 

Bill Holmes 

wholmes2@cox.net 

BRR Sunshine Committee: 

Joann Richardson 

(703) 768-1569 

richardson13@cox.net 

The President’s Page  by Bill Holmes 

Let’s get out and have fun this year with our cars and friends.  We 

got off to a great start to the summer season in April with a tour to 

the AACA museum in Hershey.  It was full day with the Museum, 

the behind the scenes tour of the storage and maintenance facilities 

and a delicious dinner on the way home.  The next day we got to 

hear about 50s toys from Phil Graves  and even had our own mini 

show of club members toys.  This year we plan to have more outings 

and speakers at the monthly meeting to enhance the enjoyment of 

our hobby.  Upcoming in June we will have a local driving tour 

through the beautiful Virginia countryside ending up with a picnic 

and tour of Bob and Sandy Mantz’s  car collection in Reva, just 

south of Culpepper. I got a sneak peek and you don’t want to miss 

this one.   Look for details next month.  More activities will  follow as 

the year cruises by.   We still have many volunteer needs  so think 

about stepping up like Ray and Lenita  Franklin did ( they planned 

the Hershey tour) and pitch in to help with something.  Just let me 

know and I will find a suitable activity for you.  Participation is the 

high octane fuel we need to make the club really go.  Spread the 

word that Bull Run Region is the fun place to be with old car lov-

ers.  Welcome to the 17 new members we have gained this 

year.  Thanks, Bill Holmes  

Bill 

LET’S HAVE FUN with OUR 

ANTIQUE, CLASSIC AND 

OLD CARS in 2015! 

May Automotive Trivia Question 

What car was reportedly designed on 
the back of a Northwest Airlines air-
sickness bag and released on April 

Fool's Day, 1970? 

See answer on Page 6 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:klustr18@yahoo.com
mailto:pamp.pp25@gmail.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:joe.a.drago@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:richardson13@cox.net


 3 

Orphan Car Tour!  The 26th annual Orphan Car  

Tour will take place this year on Saturday, June 6 in 

Howard County, Md.  The Tour will start and end at the 

Howard County Fairgrounds in West Friendship, 

Md.  The route will incorporate several stops at points of 

interest in the Ellicott City area. This year's tour will be 

planned by the DeSoto Owners Club of Maryland, one of 

the Tour's sponsoring groups. The schedule, attractions 

and dinner information will be posted, when available, to 

the Tour's official website at 

www.orphancartour.org .  For further information phone 

Jon Battle at (540) 364-1770 or e-mail TourDirec-

tor@orphancartour.org.  The Orphan Car Tour welcomes 

all "orphan" (discontinued-make) cars at least 25 years 

old.  

ODMA Meet!  62nd Old Dominion Meet 

May 22-23, 2015 

Staunton, VA 

Hosted by the W-S Region AACA 

Host Hotel - The Holiday Inn Staunton Conference Cen-

ter 

152 Fairway Lane, Staunton, VA 24401 

540-248-6020 / ODMA Rate $99 per night 

Mark the dates on your calendar now! 
 

 

Car of the Month continued 

The Studebaker design introduced in 1953 is commonly 

referred to as the Loewy Coupe, a beautiful car created by 

Raymond Loewy’s chief designer Bob Bourke.   At their 

introduction, the 1953 coupes won eighteen international 

styling and fashion awards, most notably from New 

York’s Museum of Modern Art, which included the 1953 

Studebaker as the only American car on their list of the  

world’s ten most beautiful cars.  Despite critical acclaim, 

the 1953 and 1954 Studebakers sales were poor and, as 

Studebaker’s market share continued to fall, their sales 

and marketing people gained greater influence in the styl-

ing.  Convinced that more chrome and stainless meant 

more sales, for 

1955, they rec-

ommended 

changes to the 

grill, and added 

chrome and 

stainless to the 

bumpers, roof, 

fenders, tail 

lights, and quar-

ter panels.  The 

Speedster, a fac-

tory customized 1955 President hardtop, was intended to 

be a family sports car.  In addition to the new bright 

work, the Speedster sported wire wheel covers, a more 

powerful V8 engine, leather interior and a special vacuum 

formed ABS 

dash with a 

machine 

turned inlay 

filled with 

Stewart Warn-

er gauges.  In 

1956 Stu-

debaker intro-

duced the first 

of the Hawks 

and the 

Speedster 

name was dropped. 

    

Continued on page 4 

Orphan Car Tour Info by Jon Battle 

At least the dice are in good shape 

1955 Speedster Before Restoration 

Rust?  What rust, that’s patina. 

http://www.orphancartour.org/
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi:  

 
 
Bull Run Region AACA  
The Clutch Chatter Editor  
6837 General Longstreet’s Line  
Manassas, VA 20109-2225  
My goal is to make this an informative vehicle for keep-

ing Bull Run members informed of Club activities and 

provide some entertainment.  If you know of any up-

coming events, please let me know.  I also encourage 

our members to submit articles on events you have at-

tended, complete with pictures, for publication in the 

Clutch Chatter.  Have not been to an event recently?  

Not a problem.  I would be delighted to receive articles 

on some part of automotive history, description of your 

restoration project or a discourse on a particular skill 

that you would like to share.  The articles do  not need 

to be long usually between 600 and 900 words.  Pictures 

are especially welcome.  Please submit any articles, pic-

tures or ideas to me at  

email: rr4pwp@gmail.com.   

Deadline for Clutch Chatter Submissions: 

25th of each month for inclusion in the next issue. 

 

May Anniversaries 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car of the Month continued 

 My Speedster, number 1901 of 2215, was built on Au-

gust 22, 1955 in South Bend, Indiana in Gray/White/

Gray two-tone, and was sold from the New York Zone.  

In 1974, the car was left in a shed in Afton, NY to rust.  

The car was rescued from storage by an old car wheeler-

dealer who bought 

it for his brother 

who liked Stu-

debakers.  Soon 

aware that they 

would not be able 

to rebuild it, the 

Speedster was ad-

vertised at local 

cruise-ins and 

shows in 2001 

where many of us 

got to see it.  I first 

admired it with a group of friends at the Windsor, NY 

show and bought it in the fall. 

Knowing nothing about Studebakers, I was immediately 

surprised by the local 

Studebaker support 

group and the abun-

dant availability of 

parts.  The help and 

encouragement of the 

local people kept me 

on track as I rebuilt 

this heap.  This in-

cluded rebuilding 

the stuck 259 cu.in. V8, rebuilding the transmission, re-

placing all of the floorboards, and fabricating from 

scratch the hog troughs under the floor boards.  

 

 

 

 

 Continued on page 5 

Phil Graves May 9 

Deborah Belt May 10 

Brian Blood May 11 

Dave Claveloux May 17 

Pete Pandolfi May 19 

Franklin Gage May 29 

Lenita Franklin May 31 

Virginia Geris May 31 

Victor & Debbie Balancia May 4 

Chris & Barbara Cummings May 5 

Bill & Katherine Sessler May 9 

Ernie & Nancy Newland May 10 

Pete & Pam Pandolfi May 17 

Chris & Nancy Sessler May 20 

Jim & Sally Batchelder May 20 

Jerold & Rhea Gilbert May 27 

1955 Speedster Before Restoration 

1955 Speedster Before Restoration 

1955 Speedster Before Restoration 
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Meeting Minutes for April 12, 2015 

 
 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm at the Manas-

sas VFW building by President Bill Holmes leading the 

club in the Pledge of Allegiance . 

Bill Holmes invited the membership to enjoy the annual 

barbeque dinner.  The meal was provided by Virginia 

Barbeque who is our food service provider for our annual 

Edgar Rohr Memorial Car meet.  The members were 

treated to delicious pulled pork, baked beans, cole slaw 

and corn bread mini-muffins.  After the meal, Bill thanked 

Nicki Hudson for arranging the meal, Joann Richardson 

for providing the drinks and Pam Pandolfi and her grand-

daughter Torie for picking up the food and setting the ta-

bles. 

Joann Richardson presented the Sunshine Report.   Bill 

presented the Treasurer’s report since Nicki Hudson was 

not able to attend today’s meeting. 

Bill reported that the Spring tour to the AACA museum in 

Hershey was a tremendous success with 17 members at-

tending the function.  Everyone had a great time.  He 

thanked Ray and Lenita Franklin for organizing the func-

tion and presented them with a small gift.  (Editor’s Note:  

See article on the tour in this issue.) 

Bill announced that there was little response from the 

members on attending the annual Strawberry Festival held 

at the Sky Meadow State Park, Del Plane, VA.  Members 

are free to go on their own, but we would not attend as a 

club.  He also reminder everyone of the date change for 

the May meeting due to Mother’s Day.  The meeting will 

be the following Sunday, May 17. 

There being no further business, Bill turned the meeting 

over to Phil Graves for his presentation on antique toys.  

After a very interesting recap of toys from the 1950’s and 

early 1960’s, Bill thanked Phil for his talk and presented 

Phil with a tin toy car for his collection.  Phil in turn pre-

sented the Region with his antique toy club’s limited edi-

tion anniversary diecast truck commemorating that club’s 

50th year. 

The 50/50 winner this month was Joann Richardson and 

the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Car of the Month continued 

Although the marquee color for Speedsters were green 

and yellow, about 150 of them were painted in a classic 

1950’s color 

combination of 

white, gray and 

pink, the colors 

chosen for this 

restoration.  The 

leather interior 

was supplied by 

Phantom Auto 

Works and the 

car was painted 

by Keeslers Body 

Shop in Conklin, 

NY.  After 1200 hours of my work, plus time in the shop, 

the car fell victim to the flood of 2006.   After the shop 

was cleaned up, the car was sanded back to bare metal and 

it was paint-prepped again and finally painted.  It was 

ready to show later at the big 2007 AACA Eastern Spring 

meet in Binghamton, NY that summer where it got its 

First Junior.  Later that summer it won its class at the Stu-

debaker Zone meet in Sturbridge, MA and took Best of 

Show when 

it returned to 

the show 

where I’d 

first seen it 

in Windsor, 

NY.  It got 

its Senior tab 

at 2007 Her-

shey in the 

Fall.  In the 

spring of 

2008 it was 

shown at the New-

port Concours d’Ele-

gance in Newport, RI.  The car was awarded an AACA 

Grand National Junior.  In 2012 the car won its Grand Na-

tional Senior in Shelbyville, Tennessee.   During one of 

these shows, I was approached by a fellow who stood star-

ing at the car and asked when I bought it.  After a short 

discussion he turned and ran, telling me he had to get his 

brother.  I then recognized him as the person I had bought 

it from.  Except for yearly trips out to special shows, this 

beauty is on permanent display at the North East Classic 

Car Museum until May 2016. 

Who needs dice? 

Speedster fully restored and ready to go 

by Pam Pandolfi, Secretary 



 6 

Bull Run Region Calendar: 

May 10, 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

May 22-23—ODMA Meet, Staunton, VA 

Jun 6—Orphan Car Tour, Howard County, MD 

Jun 14—Picnic Meeting at Bob & Sandy Mantz 

Jun 21—Sully Father’s Day Show, Chantilly, VA 

Jun 21—Warrenton Father’s Day Show, Warrenton, VA 

Area Calendar: 

May 9—57th Apple Blossom Meet, Shenandoah Re-

gion, Winchester, VA 

May 16—Waynesboro Show, Constitution Park, 

Waynesboro, VA 

Jun 5-7—Ford Nationals, Carlisle, PA 

Jun 6—Annual Historic Fredericksburg Car Show, 

Fredericksburg, VA 

Jun 6 - Hershey, PA - AACA Bus Transportation Re-

gion's Annual Spring Bus Fling and Bus Show - AACA 

Museum campus 

Jun 13 - York Springs, PA - AACA Gettysburg Re-

gion's 40th Annual Antique & Classic Auto & Truck 

Show 

Jun 26-28—GM Nationals, Carlisle, PA 

National AACA Calendar: 

May 4-6—AACA Southeastern Tour, Pigeon Forge, TN 

May 22-24—Gateway Southern Stampede MCA—
Grovetown, GA 

May 17 Warren Bain “Fuel Injection Systems” 

Jun 14 Bob Mantz “Collection Tour” 

Editor’s Note: Jon  Battle is soliciting speakers for the 

rest of the year. Please consider contacting Jon to get 

scheduled to speak about any antique vehicle related 

topic – to include discussing your pride and joy, your 

first car, your first restoration, or any technical topic. 

Got a short movie or friend with automotive skills, these 

resources can be used for a possible presentation.  

 

 

ALERT!  Remember  the May meeting will not be as 

regularly scheduled due to Mother’s Day.  The May 

meeting will be on May 17. 

ADVISORY:  The June meeting will be a picnic 

meeting at the Mantz’s.  Included in this meeting will 

be a tour of  their automobile collection.  Additionally, 

we will stop at the Roaring 20’s museum which is  near-

by.  Look for more specifics in the near future. 

 

Special Presentation Schedule  2015 Calendar of Events and Activities 

May Trivia Question Answer: 

1970 AMC Gremlin  

Member News 
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On the cool morning of April 11, 2015, six intrepid mem-

bers of the Bull Run Region met at the Sheetz gas station 

in Haymarket, VA.  Another group of members met at the 

Virginia Railway Express commuter station in Burke, VA 

while yet a third group left from multiple locations in the 

area.  The two Virginia groups headed to  Leesburg, VA 

to join up for the trip to Hershey, PA and the AACA mu-

seum. 

In total, 17 Bull Run 

members converged at 

the museum to enjoy 

the museum display 

and get a behind the 

scenes tour of the mu-

seum operations.  Of 

particular interest to the 

group was the newly 

opened exhibit of 

Tucker automobiles.  After the museum tour, the group 

headed back south stopping along the way for an early 

dinner and then home.  Since a picture is worth a 

thousand works, I will let the pictures do the talking. 

Bull Run Region Spring Tour  By Peter W. Pandolfi 

Bull Run Members at the Museum 

Behind the scenes:  The cab from the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” and a 

small sample of some of the vehicles in storage awaiting display. 

Museum tour guide explains 

one of the many displays 

Bull Run Members meet in 

Leesburg, VA 

Part of the Lotus 

Exhibit 
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Welcome to the Tucker Exhibit 
Tucker engine — a converted 

helicopter motor 

The world’s first Tucker 

Bull Run Members enjoying the exhibits The start of the Behind the Scenes tour 

Bull Run Members enjoy dinner after a day of 

touring 
Lincoln Ambulance behind the scenes 
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Long time Bull Run Region member Phil Graves not on-

ly collects antique cars, currently a 1931 Ford Model A, 

he is also an avid collector of antique toys and games.  

Phil along with a handful of others in the Northern Vir-

ginia area banded together many years ago to form a se-

lect club of antique toy aficionados.   Phil has been enter-

taining the members of the Bull Run Region with his an-

nual presentation on antique toys. 

Phil’s collec-

tion is exten-

sive, but since 

we are an an-

tique car club, 

he has focused 

his presenta-

tions to auto-

motive toys to 

include items 

such as service 

stations and 

other items 

beyond cars 

and trucks.  

He began with 

toys of the late 19th century and moved decade by decade 

through the 20th century.  This year the theme was toys 

of the 1950’s and early 1960’s. 

Phil treated the club with a sample of some heavy duty 

construction toys.  He showed a green front end loader, 

copper colored dump truck and orange steam shovel af-

fixed to the back of a Ford truck.  In addition to these ve-

hicles, he brought an auto carrier complete with two cars 

being transported.  Phil emphasized that toys of this era 

were not generic versions of similar vehicles.  These toys 

were actually 

replicas of the 

same vehicles 

that were used 

on the roads of 

the era.  They 

not only 

looked like the 

vehicles, but 

they func-

tioned like the 

actual vehi-

cles. 

As an added treat he 

presented two com-

plete sets of vehicles 

in their original box-

es.  One set featured 

antique cars from the 

early years of motor-

ing and has never 

been opened.  The set 

itself was sold in the 

1950’s.  The second 

set Phil has bought 

for his son who 

cared for it well and 

is now in the collec-

tion. 

Not to be outdone, several members brought some an-

tique toys of their own.  Bill Holmes brought his old met-

al fire truck and a bulldozer driven by a robot.  Pete Pan-

dolfi brought two tin army vehicles, a mail truck and am-

bulance, and a metal Ford dump truck made by Hubley.  

One member brought a red steam train engine and asked 

Phil if he knew anything about it.  Phil’s assessment was 

that this was a handmade toy most likely made by a dad 

out of scrap met-

al.  Phil said that 

especially dur-

ing the Depres-

sion this was a 

common prac-

tice since money 

was to tight but 

many workers 

were skilled ma-

chinists. 

This year’s ses-

sion was another 

great success.  

Everyone was 

thrilled with the 

short trip down memory lane.  We are all looking for-

ward to next year and another sterling presentation. 

Phil Graves educates Bull Run 

members on antique toys 

 Antique Toy Presentation By Peter W. Pandolfi 

A very small fraction of Phil’s collec-

tion of antique toys 

Bill Holmes says a few words 

about his antique fire truck 

Antique toys from Bull Run 

members on display 
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